
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
December 1, 2003 
 
To:    All Interested Parties 
 
From:    James H. Welsh, Commissioner, Office of Conservation 
 
Subject:  Notification Requirements for New Water Wells 
 
 
Act 49 of the 2003 Regular Legislative Session requires the DNR-Office of Conservation 
to administer all matters related to the management of Louisiana’s ground water 
resources to ensure sustainability of those resources.  A major component of that 
responsibility will be to monitor the ongoing use of aquifers in the state and to determine 
the effect of new wells on those aquifers.  New wells determined to have an adverse 
impact on the sustainability of an aquifer or a nearby well may be subject to certain 
restrictions.  Such restrictions could include limiting production, setting well spacing, and 
requiring metering. 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 38:3097.3C of the Act, owners of certain proposed new 
water wells are required to submit a notice of intent to drill to the Commissioner of 
Conservation at least sixty (60) days prior to drilling the well.  The Act defines a water 
well as any well drilled or constructed for the principal purpose of producing ground 
water and requires the date the well is to be drilled, the name of the driller, the current 
owner, the projected location of the well (latitude, longitude, and depth), and the well’s 
casing size be provided in such notice. 
 
The Act exempts several well types from the prior notification requirement but requires 
the same information be provided after well comple tion.  Wells for which notification 
must be given within sixty (60) days after completion are as follows: 
 

• Domestic well – a water well used exclusively to supply the household needs of 
the owner, lessee, or his family. Uses may include but are not limited to drinking, 
cooking, washing, sanitary purposes, lawn and garden watering, and caring for 
pets. Domestic wells shall also include wells used on private farms and ranches 
for the feeding and caring of pets and watering of lawns, excluding livestock, 
crops, and ponds. 



 
• Replacement well – a well located within one thousand (1,000) feet of the original 

well and within the same property boundary as the original well, installed within 
the same aquifer over an equivalent interval with an equivalent pumping rate, and 
used for the same purpose as the original well. 

 
• Drilling rig supply well – a temporary well used only for the duration of the oil 

and gas drilling operation at the drilling location where sited for the immediate 
needs of rig operations. 

 
• Drought relief wells (contact the Office for information on these wells). 

 
• All other wells the Commissioner exempts for just cause. 

 
Notice of intent is accomplished by submitting a completed Water Well Notification 
form (GWRD-01), along with a well location map.  A copy of said form is enclosed with 
this letter and may be reproduced as needed.  Additional forms may also be obtained by 
contacting the Ground Water Resources Division. 
 
This memorandum is being distributed to known water well owners and all water well 
contractors licensed to operate in the State of Louisiana.  The Office of Conservation 
requests assistance of well contractors in informing customers of these requirements.  In 
that regard, a brochure further explaining this program is also enclosed for your use. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please do not hesitate to call the 
Ground Water Resources Division: 
 

Ground Water Resources Division 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-9275 
Voice (225) 342-8244 
FAX (225) 342-5529 
Email: gwater@dnr.state.la.us 

 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTE:  The procedures outlined in this memorandum and filing of the notice 
of intent as described herein in no way relate to the requirements of the Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD).  Water wells must still be 
registered by the water well driller within 30 days after installation. 
 


